
iGCSE English Language: 

Question One: The Empathetic Question. 

 

Starter: How would you feel if… 

 

 Your daughter is swept away in a thunderstorm…  

 

 

 

 

 You land in the middle of a jungle, where a secluded tribe lives…. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Passage: 

Read Passage A carefully, and then answer Questions 1 on the Question Paper. 

 

Passage A 

 

In this passage Julia and her parents are visiting the remote Kapawi jungle in Ecuador, South America. 

 

The family was trudging in single file through the dense undergrowth. As they sweated they waved sticks at buzzing flies, while 

trying to stay sure-footed over the thick knots and tangles of roots below. Accompanied by an effortlessly agile local guide, they 

could barely breathe as the jungle, steaming and hissing, stole their air. They stopped in a clearing and took countless photographs; 

above, howler monkeys broke into outraged hoops and screams, and tropical birds higher still splashed the canvas of the jungle 

with bright colours or flecked green onto patches of blue sky. 

 

Despite the humidity and terrible discomfort, they were thrilled to have finally arrived in this remote and extraordinary place. Only 

accessible by plane, Kapawi is one of the last places on Earth where you can experience the rainforest in all its glory. The 

opportunity to observe the incredibly rich biodiversity and abundance of wildlife, as well as 500 species of birds, was irresistible for 

Julia’s biologist parents. Even more fascinating for Julia was the opportunity to meet the Achuar community, who have lived in 

harmony with this rainforest for generations. They were one of the last indigenous groups to remain totally isolated, until the 1970s, 

and continue to preserve their traditional culture. Julia and her parents knew that the world’s rainforests are being destroyed, and 

conservation like that found in Kapawi is sadly rare. The family felt privileged to experience this wonderful place and its people. 

 

The guide suddenly signalled to Julia’s father that they should turn back, as a slight trickle of rain filtered its way down through the 

jungle canopy. They wondered why, not realising that this was tropical rain, and dangerous. Within seconds it became a violent 

storm, with torrential rain beating down, and a dark and sweltering atmosphere. The ground transformed into a wave of thick mud 

that made them lose their footing, and mini-rapids formed, capable of sweeping a body away on a strong current, down into the 

belly of the jungle. This was a flash flood – and in a split second Julia felt the sensation of being pulled from her mother’s side, 

sliding, crashing, and then … nothing. 

 

Hours later, lying in deep darkness, with an injury to her head and concussion, Julia knew that she must force herself up. All her 

survival training told her not to succumb to sleep. She had to find her parents. She imagined their voices, telling her over and over 

again, ‘Don’t give in’. Shouting was hopeless in this screaming jungle, and she staggered with the effort of moving. The dense 

foliage, above and below, snaked, twisted and snared her at every step of her torturous journey. The angry whirr of swarms of 

insects, some as large as model aircraft, orbited her constantly, ceasing only to dive, attack and bite. There was a stream up ahead 

which she thought might lead to a village, but her elation was short-lived. As she waded through dark, knee-high water, more 

creatures gravitated towards her, and leeches attached themselves to her legs. Delirious with exhaustion and pain, she curled up on 

the bank of the stream, and waited, hoping to be rescued. 

 

* * * 

 

The moment they reached a village, Julia’s parents raised a desperate alarm. The villagers, knowing the rainforest intimately, spread 

out in their search for ‘the yellow-haired one’. Her decision to stay close to the stream helped them find her, but they were horrified 

by her appearance: a patchwork of deep scratches, welts and sores marked her pale skin, and her fair hair was now dark, soaked and 

knotted. They encouraged her to eat, but this made her feel ill, and so she refused food.  

 



The organisers of the family’s trip tried to persuade them to leave Kapawi and return to a hospital in the nearest city hundreds of 

miles away. But as Julia’s parents watched the Achuar nurse her back to health, they realised they had nothing to fear. These 

villagers know all the secrets of the rainforest, and have an encyclopaedic knowledge of the medical uses of every tree and plant. 

Their harmonious lifestyle, community spirit, and generosity were all Julia needed to recover. The family had found what they had 

always been looking for. 

 

The Question… 
 

Julia, during her recovery, fully explained her experience to her parents.  

 

A reporter for a newspaper interviews Julia’s parents and asks the following three questions: 

 

 What made you choose to visit the rain forest in Ecuador with your daughter, Julia? 

 How did Julia’s accident happen and what did she do to survive.  

 What are your thoughts and feelings towards the Achur people and their way of life? 

 

Write the words of the interview, starting with the first question and base the response on what you have read in passage A and be 

careful to use your own words.  

 

Up to fifteen marks will be available for the content of your answer and up to five marks for the quality of your writing.  

 

Answer Plan: 

 

Bullet Point One: 

Why go there with Julia? 

Bullet Point Two: 

Accident & Survival 

Bullet Point Three: 

Thoughts and Feelings 

   

 

 

Success Criteria: Present? 

Y/N/S 

 I have used relevant details from the text in my writing 

 I have developed some ideas that are in the passage 

 I have taken the ideas from the text and put them in my OWN WORDS 

 I have used a range of vocabulary to express what my character thinks and feels 

 I created a VOICE so my character sounds real. 

 Everything I say can find its roots in the passage. 

 

 

 

Overall I would score:    out of 15 for content and   out of 5 for writing. 

 

To continue to succeed in Question 1, I must ensure that…. 

  

 

 


