
Compare and Contrast how the Adventures of Huckleberry Finn and The Catcher in the Rye 

portray the theme of rejection. 

 

Your final extracts will be submitted with your coursework to the board, and must come from the original text, 

but the internet ones will be useful for you to easily attain word counts and scribble all over in preparation for 

the essay. Remember that your texts should be 500-800 words in length.  

 

Remember that you are comparing the two texts throughout, so those lovely linking discourse markers will 

come in handy.  

 

In comparison, further more, similarly in, in contrast, likewise etc. 

 

 

You can call your texts C (Catcher) and H (Huck). Underneath the title, complete the following: 

 

Text C is an extract from Cather in the Rye. It is from pages   to and is   words long. It starts from 

“running off the pier…“ to “jumping into the sea“. Text H is an extract from The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. It is 

from pages   and is    words long. It starts from “running off the pier…” to “jumping in the sea”. All of this 

should be in bold.  

 

Then on to the body of the essay: 

 

Your opening paragraph should explain (briefly!) how each extract portrays the theme of rejection. For example in Text 

C Holden is rejecting Sunny by making up reasons why he cannot sleep with her etc. You should not need to include 

quotations in this paragraph but should discuss the types of rejection you are going to be writing about (Physical, 

psychological, implied etc.) 

 

You should then write in detail about how the theme of rejection is conveyed throughout your extracts. I would 

suggest that you write about both Text C and Text H in the same paragraph to ensure you are comparing as much as 

possible.  

 

How do you structure the essay?  

 

Option One: 

Construct your paragraphs focusing on the theme of rejection and using quotations frequently to support your views, 

whilst commenting on aspects of language using literary and linguistic terminology and adding comments about 

NARRATIVE PERSPECTIVE, STYLE, FACTORS AFFECTING PRODUCTION AND RECEPTION, EVIDENCE OF CHANGES IN 

LANGUAGE AND STYLE OVER TIME within your paragraphs.  

 

Option Two: 

 Make separate paragraphs for each of the assessment objectives (as listed above) 

 Opening paragraph as above 

 Rejection in H and C 

 Narrative perspective in Texts C and H 

 Style of Text H and C 

 Factors affecting production and reception in Texts C and H 

 Evidence of changes in language and style over time in Texts C and H 

 

Conclusion… what conclusion? 

 

You have no words to waste! The word count for the essay excluding quotations is 1200-1500 words (and this must 

appear on the end of the essay) 

 

Deadline for the first draft is the end of next week (16th January 2015 or before!) 


