
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

R v Church 

 

The unlawful act must be 

such that reasonable 

people would... recognise 

must subject the other 

person to, at least, the risk 

of some harm resulting 

therefrom, albeit not 

serious harm 

Constructive 

Act 

Manslaughter 

R v Goodfellow 

 

The unlawful act can be 

directed at property, as 

long as the risk is 

obvious to the 

reasonable man.. and 

there can be overlap 

between the two types. 

Constructive 

Act 

Manslaughter 

R v Adomako 

 

 

R v Lidar 

 

R v Cato 

 

R v Bateman 

 

R v Kennedy 

No.2 

 

R v Rogers 

 

Confirms the definition of 

gross negligence 

manslaughter, and 

overrules Seymour 

Gross 

Negligence 

Manslaughter  

D is aware of the risk of 

serious harm and gores 

ahead, causing the death. 

This would be enough for 

subjective reckless 

manslaughter. 

Reckless Act 

Manslaughter  

GN means going 

“beyond a mere matter 

of compensation and 

showing such disregard 

for life and safety of 

others as amounting to 

a crime.” 

Gross 

Negligence 

Manslaughter 

Preparation is not 

administration, and the 

voluntary actions of V 

break the chain. In 

addition, confirms the 

definition of 

Constructive Act 

Manslaughter.  

Constructive 

Act 

Manslaughter 

Constructive 

Act 

Manslaughter 

D’s consent won’t negate 

liability for manslaughter, 

but is taken into account in 

assessing mens rea.  

Injecting is enough for a 

dangerous act.  

Applying a tourniquet is 

an active part of the 

injection process, and so 

D was liable  

(now overruled)  

Constructive 

Act 

Manslaughter 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Andrews v DPP 

 

R v Seymour 

 

R v Franklin 

 

Misra 

 

R v Evans 

(Gemma) 

 

R v Carey 

 

 

Willoughby 

 

Watson 

 

 

Applies and confirms 

Bateman and says that 

there is an obvious 

difference between doing 

an unlawful act and doing a 

lawful act with a degree of 

criminal carelessness.   

Said that Caldwell 

recklessness applies to all 

offences, including 

manslaughter, introducing 

reckless act and overruling 

gross negligence.    

Gross 

Negligence 

Manslaughter 

Reckless Act 

Manslaughter 

Unlawful act must be 

criminal, and not a 

tort 

Constructive 

Act 

Manslaughter 

Risk of death was 

enough, and there was 

no breach of article 5 as 

Adomako and made the 

elements perfectly clear.  

Gross 

Negligence 

Manslaughter 

Confirms Adomako and D 

is under a duty to mitigate 

harm and save life.  

Also disapproves 

Willoughby, and said that 

the judge decides if the 

duty exists.     

Gross 

Negligence 

Manslaughter 

Finds Church more 

satisfactory than Larkin 

and expressly approves 

it, Dawson and Watson 

 

Constructive 

Act 

Manslaughter 

Whether a duty of care 

exists is a matter for the 

jury once the judge has 

decided that there is 

evidence capable of 

establishing a duty. 

Confrims Wacker 

Gross 

Negligence 

Manslaughter 

You may take into 

account such 

characteristics as are 

obvious to the 

reasonable sober 

bystander 

 

Constructive 

Act 

Manslaughter 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Larkin  

 

Stone & 

Dobinson 

 

 

 Lowe 

 

Wacker 

 

Dawson 

 

Dalby 

 

Khan & Khan 

 

Dias 

 

It is up to the judge 

whether or not to 

develop a new duty 

situation  

Gross 

Negligence 

Manslaughter  

Constructive At 

manslaughter can only 

be done by a positive 

act, not an omission  

Constructive 

Act 

Manslaughter  

D may develop a duty to 
V by voluntary 
assumption. 

 
A threat to the health 

and welfare arising from 
the actions of V is 

enough. 

Gross 

Negligence 

Manslaughter  

GN goes beyond 

ordinary negligence 

rules, to include illegal 

acts where there is 

public policy for 

imposing a duty 

Gross 

Negligence 

Manslaughter  

Harm includes injury to 

the person through the 

operation of shock 

emanating from fright.   

Constructive 

Act 

Manslaughter  

“where the act which a person is 

engaged in is unlawful, then, if 

at the time it is a dangerous act, 

that is , and act which is likely to 

injure another person, and quite 

inadvertently he causes the 

death of that other person by 

that act, then he is guilty of 

manslaughter.” 

Constructive 

Act 

Manslaughter  

Constructive 

Act 

Manslaughter  

Constructive 

Act 

Manslaughter  

Supplying a drug is not an 
unlawful and dangerous 

act and  manslaughter was 
based on an unlawful and 

dangerous act, it had to be 
an act directed at the 

victim which was likely to 
cause immediate injury, 

albeit slight. 

Preparation is not 
administration, and 

refused to follow their 
own previous decision in 

Kennedy No1 
. 

Self-injection is not an 
unlawful act 


