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Introduction
Welcome to AS Law!
I will not kid you, it is hard work – but most of it is interesting, relevant and
full of useless facts.
This course guide is intended to clear up a few questions, make clear what is
expected of you, point you in the right direction if you need help, and give you a
reference guide for the whole year, as well as a sneek peek into the exam
papers!
And remember the

five

key rules:

 Always bring your equipment to each lesson (this includes the correct
handout)
 Never miss a lesson
 Always hand your work in on time (by email this means before the lesson)
 Remember what week it is
 NEVER use, have out, or otherwise make your mobile phone visible in
class
Anything else, please feel free to ask.
Study hard, do well!
Miss Hart
hartm@queensburyacademy.com
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Equipment
Please don’t spend a lot of money on A level Law text books. If you
are asked to look at any text book, there are copies of all of them in
both libraries, and you are more than welcome to use one of the
classroom texts (with permission from Miss Hart).
However, if you want your own revision book, then the
recommended one is:

Shepherd, A & Sparks, J. My Revision Notes OCR AS Law (Hodder Education)

For each unit you will be given a student handout. This will cover the topic, and you will be
expected to bring it with you to every lesson. You are also expected to bring a pen and paper to
each lesson.
It will also include the objectives (what you should know), details of homework and of the end of
unit test.
You will only be given one copy of the handout. If you lose it, it is up to you to replace it (pdf
copies of all of them are available on the blog).

Consequences
If you do not bring your handout [without a really excellent excuse]...
 First time (per half term) you will be warned.
 Second time you will be asked to leave the class, and make up the work in your own
time. (yes, this does mean in your ‘free’ time)
 Further times ... will act as evidence that you are not progressing, and home and
your tutor will be contacted.
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What will we cover this year?
There are two parts to the course:
Week A: English Legal System [G151]:
Criminal process
Police powers




Powers to stop and search; powers of arrest; powers of detention and the treatment of
suspects at the police station.
Balance of individual rights and the need for investigative powers.

Criminal courts




Pre-trial matters: bail, plea before venue, mode of trial.
Jurisdiction of Magistrates' Courts and Crown Courts at first instance.

Appeals



Appeals and appellate courts. Prosecution and defence rights of appeal



Aims of sentencing; purpose and effect of sentences; reoffending rates.



An understanding of different types of sentences, eg custodial, community, fines and
discharges; compensation and other powers.




Social background; training; tenure; independence; role
The theory of the separation of powers.

Criminal courts

Penal system
Principles of
sentencing
Powers of the
courts

Judiciary
Selection and
appointment

The Legal Profession
Barristers
Solicitors
Regulation





Training, work and organisation.
Training, work and organisation.
Regulation and complaints.

Lay people in the legal system
Lay magistrates



Juries



Selection and appointment; social background; training; role (including the role of the
magistrates’ clerk); evaluation and criticism.
Qualifications of jurors; selection of jury panels; role in criminal and civil cases; evaluation
and criticism. Alternatives to jury.

Civil courts and other methods of dispute resolution
Civil courts



Alternative to the
courts





County Court and High Court; jurisdiction at first instance; small claims; fast track; multitrack.
Appeals and appellate courts, Problems of using the courts.
(dispute resolution)
Arbitration; conciliation; mediation.

5

Week B: Sources of Law [G152]:
Legislation
Acts of Parliament



Green Papers, White Papers, legislative stages in Parliament.

Delegated
legislation



Orders in Council; statutory instruments; bylaws; control of delegated legislation including
Parliamentary Scrutiny Committees and Judicial Review; reasons for delegating legislative
powers.

Statutory interpretation
Rules



Literal rule, Golden rule, Mischief rule, purposive approach; rules of language;
presumptions; intrinsic and extrinsic aids; effects of membership of the European Union on
interpretation.

Doctrine of precedent
Mechanics of
precedent



Precedent as operated in the English Legal System; stare decisis; obiter dicta, ratio
decidendi; hierarchy of the courts; binding and persuasive precedent; overruling;
reversing; distinguishing.

Law-making
potential



Original precedent; the Practice Statement 1966; distinguishing; the role of the judges.

European Union Law
Institutions



Primary and
Secondary Sources



Role of the Council, Commission, Parliament and the Court of Justice of the European
Union, including article 267 references
Treaties, regulations , directives and decisions; their implementation and enforcement; the
impact of European Union law on domestic legal institutions and law.

Law reform
Impetus for law
reform
Law reform
agencies



The role of Parliament; the role of the judges; effect of public opinion and pressure groups.



The role of the Law Commission; Royal Commissions and other agencies in outline.
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What we will study and when:
Term

Topics Covered (G151)

Topics Covered (G152)

Assessment

Autumn 2013

Introduction to AS Law
Criminal Process

Legislation and Delegated
Legislation

End of Unit past papers on
each elements & DRAG test

Christmas 2013

Pre-trial and Bail
Theories of Sentencing
Adult and Youth
Sentencing

Statutory Interpretation

End of Unit past papers on
each elements & DRAG test
G152 Mock Last week
of Term

January 2014

Judges
Legal Profession
Appeals

Judicial Precedent

End of Unit past papers on
each elements & DRAG test
G151 Mock First week
of Term

February 2014

Lay People
Civil Courts
Revision

European Union
Law Reform

End of Unit past papers on
each elements & DRAG test
Full Mock Last Week
before Easter

Revision

Easter 2014
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Assessment Criteria
Remember that each question has a specific criteria focus, and so the more confident that you are
with these, the more focused and accurate your responses will be.
AO3 is left off as it depends on your brilliance in the other two!
1. General Assessment Criteria
AO1

A02

Demonstrate
knowledge and
understanding
Analysis, evaluation
and application

Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of legal rules and
principles by selecting and explaining relevant information and
illustrating with examples and citation.
Analyse legal material, issues and situations, and evaluate and apply
the appropriate legal rules and principles.

2. Band descriptors
AO1

AO2

LEVEL 4 Good, well-developed knowledge with a clear
understanding of the relevant concepts and principles.
Where appropriate, candidates will be able to
elaborate by good citation to relevant statutes and
case-law.

Ability to identify and analyse issues central to the
question, showing some understanding of current debate
and proposals for reform, or to identify most of the
relevant points of law in issue. Ability to develop clear
arguments or apply points of law clearly to a given factual
situation, and reach a sensible and informed conclusion.

LEVEL 3 Adequate knowledge showing reasonable
understanding of the relevant concepts and principles.
Where appropriate, candidates will be able to
elaborate with some citation of relevant statutes and
case-law.

Ability to analyse most of the more obvious points central
to the question or to identify the main points of law in
issue. Ability to develop arguments or apply points of law
mechanically to a given factual situation, and reach a
conclusion.

LEVEL 2Limited knowledge showing general
understanding of the relevant concepts and principles.
There will be some elaboration of the principles, and
where appropriate with limited reference to relevant
statutes and case-law.

Ability to explain some of the more obvious points
central to the question or to identify some of the points
of law in issue. A limited ability to produce arguments
based on their material or to apply points of law to a
given factual situation but without a clear focus or
conclusion.

LEVEL 1 Very limited knowledge of the basic concepts
and principles. There will be limited points of detail, but
accurate citation of relevant statutes and case-law will
not be expected.

Ability to explain at least one of the simpler points central
to the question or to identify at least one of the points of
law in issue. The approach may be uncritical and/or
unselective.

8

So, what do I do in each exam?
English Legal System G151
This is a two hour exam, which will be sat on Friday

24th May 2014 in the morning.

It is worth 60% of your AS marks
You will answer four questions in total:
 At least two from section A; and
 At least one from section B.
 Plus one other of your choice

Each question is worth 30 marks in total, and the distribution of marks is identical in each section:
 Part (a) of each question is worth 18 marks, and marked for AO1
 Part (b) of each question is worth 12 marks, and marked for AO2 (with 3 marks for AO3)

Section A Questions
There will be a choice of five questions here, each composed of two parts: a and b
Part A of these questions:

These are description questions (AO1)

Questions should be clearly structured – use subheadings if you want! Include a lot of accurate detail e.g.
cases, description, statutes etc.
“write as much as you can about the topic”
e.g.(a) Describe the powers of the police to arrest a person on the street. [18 marks]
Introduction
Define the key term of the question,
origin and reason for having it

Main

1.

Ensure that you cover at least 6 areas,
and are able to explain and add detail
to each:
e.g. what it includes,
the statute covering it, a linked case.

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Conclusion
Sum up the topic in no more than one
sentence, or include a critical comment.
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Part B of these questions:

These are evaluation and discussion question (AO2)

To ensure that you get full marks, you need to mention around 4 well developed or discussed points, and
develop them in detail!
Remember: try to look at both sides of the argument and develop a discussion.
e.g. (b) Discuss the extent to which the rights of the individual are adequately protected during arrest on the street. [9 marks]
Introduction
You don’t need one, but if you freak, use the words of the question, and introduce one
argument.

Main

1.

Ensure that you identify at least four issues, and are able to support them with a clear
reason and/or evidence.

2.

Cover both parts of the question... and both sides of the argument.

3.

A Grade:
Support your counterarguments with clear reasoning and supporting evidence.

4.

Conclusion
Using the key words of the question, reach a decision and explain why.
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Section B Questions...
There will be a choice of two questions here, each composed of two parts a and b!

Part A of these questions:
Exactly the same as for section A questions!
Detailed, logical and clear. Make sure that you cover everything the question
asks you about!
e.g. Describe the rights during detention at a police station of an individual suspected of a serious offence. [18]

Part B of these questions:
These are application questions. You need to apply the law as you know it to the situation described, and
come to a logical conclusion, explaining how the law would treat the issue concerned. You must link each
point back to the person – use their name! Each legal point should link back to the problem.
Aim for around 4-6 well developed, applied points…and a conclusion!
e.g. (b) Malcolm is running down a busy street with a large bag. He is trying to catch a train in order to get to a concert on time.
He is stopped by a police officer who identifies himself as PC Newman. He is asked to remove his shoes and his bag is searched.
As nothing is found, Malcolm is told he can go.
Advise Malcolm on whether the police acted lawfully with regards to the stop and search.
[12]
Introduction
You don’t need one, but if you freak, sum up the issues.

Main

1.

Ensure that you cover at least 4 issues, and are able to apply each to
Malcolm.
Support your conclusions with reference to accurate law.
A Grade
Look for the ‘discussion’ element: bits which are partially accurate, and

2.
3.
4.

partially not.

Conclusion
Using the key word of the question, and S’ name, reach a decision and
explain why.
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Sources of Law G152
This is a one hour exam, which will be sat on

Monday 2nd June 2014 in the afternoon.
It is worth 40% of your AS marks
You must answer one complete question from
a choice of two – remember to turn over the page to check which is best to answer!

Each question is worth 60 marks in total, and the distribution of marks is identical in each section:





Part (a) is worth 15 marks, and marked for AO1 (with 3 marks for AO3)
Part (b) is worth 5 marks, for each section and marked for AO2
Part (ci) is worth 15 marks and marked for AO1
Part (cii) is worth 15 marks and marked for AO2
The key here is to use the source for each question!
Remember: up to half your points are available from good use of the source

One last point...
When answering these questions it is suggested that you begin by
answering question C, then A and finally B
CAB
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Answering Question (a)
This will be a nice, straightforward question, and is assessed for AO1. Really, the approach is exactly the
same as for the part (a) on the other paper: detail, detail, detail!
Remember: use the source, and clearly structure your answer.
Introduction
Define the key term(s)
of the question, and
their origin

Main
Ensure that you cover
at least 5 areas, and
are able to explain and
add detail to each:
e.g. what it includes,
what happens then etc.

1.
2.
3.
4.

Remember: the length
of point does not need
to be the same.

5.

Remember to link to
the source!

Conclusion
Sum up the topic in no
more than one
sentence, or include a
critical comment.

Answering Question (b)
These are application questions, marked for AO2 and are worth 5 marks each. You need to apply the law
as you understand it to each statement, and evaluate its truth. Remember to give reasons, or say why the
other types of law or rules are not appropriate. The basics of the law you need to apply will be in the
source!
If the question asks you to pick the most appropriate... only pick one. If you list loads, you will receive no
points

Decision

Reason

Example (explained)

Your answers here can be short, and may only be a single paragraph... that’s fine!
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AORP

Answering Question (ci)
See the plan for A! It’s exactly the same in approach and marking!
This will be linked to question Cii (describe the topic here, then evaluate it in the next section), and there
will be some information in the source, so remember to use it.

Answering Question (cii)
This is the discriminator on the paper. It is this question which will have the most impact on your grade. It
is also the hardest! It is assessed for AO2, which means that you should assess and criticise the area of law
asked about.
A couple of pointers:
1. Try to develop a discussion rather than a series of stated points
2. Take care with the phrasing of the questions – is it really asking you to talk about the disadvantages,
or does it want you to evaluate the effectiveness of the area? Use the words of the question in your
answer
3. Refer to the source.
4. You can use line numbers but do not just copy out the source!
5. Aim for five points well discussed (both sides!)

Introduction
You don’t need one, but if you freak, use the
words of the question, and introduce one
argument.

Main

1.

Ensure that you identify at least five issues,
and are able to support them with a clear
reason and/or evidence.
Cover both parts of the question... and both
sides of the argument.

A Grade:

2.
3.
4.
5.

Support your counterarguments with clear
reasoning and supporting evidence.

Conclusion
Using the key words of the question, reach a
decision and explain why.
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Assessment & Homework
The course is assessed entirely through examination. Because of this, your
homework and assessments are vital in assessing your progress at AS, and will
inform both the progress sheets and the decision of whether or not to enter you
for the exam.
You need to be very aware that if you choose not to do homework, or miss
assessments, that you will be accepting full responsibility for t he consequences.
By taking this course, you have agreed to fulfil the work requirements!

What are Miss Hart’s rules for homework?

Homework will be set once per week, and you will have until the last lesson of the
following week to complete the task.
What kind of homework will be set?
Per half- term, you will receive a mixture of: past questions, revision for a DRAG test, case cards for revision,
evaluation of reforms, research, multi-task sheets etc.
How can I hand it in?
In person in the lesson is the short answer. I do not accept submissions of homework by email, unless it is an
emergency. Please note, that if you have to submit it by email, then it must arrive before the start of the lesson.
Miss Hart will check the email there and then, and if it is not present it will count as late homework.
Excuses such as ‘I haven’t printed it off yet’, ‘My computer died’ etc. will not be accepted – You have a pen and
paper.
But what if I have a genuine reason for not handing it in?
Well, on the very rare occasion that you have a genuine excuse, then it is up to you to find Miss Hart before the
deadline and inform her.

What happens if I do forget/ don’t hand it in?
You will have 24 hours to get it to Miss Hart by email, or in person. It is your responsibility to ensure that it reaches
her. After this, it will not be marked, and you will receive a U for that piece of work. This extension will only apply to
one homework per half term
If you receive more than one U grade per half term, you may be subject to further sanctions. These can include
contacting parents, report and may ultimately lead to you being invited to leave the course.
You should remember that the homework will go towards progress and UCAS grades, and thus Us will be taken into
account.
Likewise, if you are late with homework more than once within a half term, you may also be subject to sanctions.
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How do I find out what the homework is?
Simple: You’ll be told! It will also be on the front of the handout, displayed in the classroom and detailed on the blog
for those of you who forget, or were absent www.queensburylaw.wordpress.com. There is no excuse for not
completing the work.

How will assessment work?

As well as your homework, you will be assessed at the end of each topic. This is to ensure
that you have understood the factual content of the unit, and to assess the development of
your essay and exam skills.
There will be two parts to each assessment:
1. DRAG tests.
These are factual tests, where you decide which 10 questions you wish to answer
on the basis of your understanding and revision skills. If you miss a test, or receive
a U for that unit, you will be required to take the test again during your next free.

2. Exam Question
At the end of each mini unit, you will be given a past exam question – detailed on the front of the unit handout. This
will be planned in lesson time, and assessed in timed circumstances. These will go into your DRAG test folders to
help assess your progress and understanding
After each test is marked, you will be required to monitor and record your own performance, taking into account
your aspirational grade. [This is the grade you wish to aim for at the end of the course not your ALPS or EMG, and
will be revised on a termly basis.]
These assessments will be marked according to the mark schemes and you’ll be given sample answers to help you
identify your own areas for improvement.

How will my work be assessed?
You will receive one piece of work which is marked using the assessment criteria per unit. That will be the timed
essay which you complete in class or as part of your homework. This work will have a numerical value on it, and you
will use this to evaluate your progress and set your targets.

What if I receive a U or a P?
If your score means that for a test, essay or other assessment you receive a U or P grade, then you will resit the test
the following Friday at 3.20 in E52, or if it is an essay, to rewite it that week.
Repeated achievement of an U or a P would act as an indicator that you are not performing sufficiently well to be
able to pass this course to the expected standard, and may lead to be being asked to leave the course. Equally,
failure to improve the work will also count against you.
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Independent Study
You will have noticed that at AS you have much more ‘free time’ than at GCSE, and you need to learn how
to use this time appropriately and effectively. In order to support that, as well as developing your research
skills and extending your knowledge, you will be set one piece of independent research per week.
This will be in effect from 3.20 on Friday, and you have one week to complete the task and place it either in
the box in the library, or in E52.
You should aim to use a variety of sources in your work, and be able to cite the three most useful ones, so
that you know where to go for further help and support. As we are doing this in a structured, supportive
way, the first half term you will have clear sources to help you. However, from November 2013, you will not.

But I need some help!
Then please come and talk to me – there is plenty time as you have a week. In addition, on the independent
study page of the blog, there will be two suggestions of sources to get you started.

How do I find out what the task is?
The task will appear on the top of the submission sheet in both the library and E52, it will also be on the
blog and finally it will be emailed to you on the Friday evening. It is your responsibility to check your
school emails at least once a week to ensure that you are aware of the work set, and what is
necessary for you to do.
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Resources
So, you need some help, or you’ve been asked to go away and do some research. Where do you start?

The Library.
Both libraries are well stocked with recent law texts – including the key texts for AS
law by Jacqueline Martin – OCR Law for AS, as well as some of the more challenging
texts. These will be added to over the next year, as more become published.
Both libraries also subscribe to and stock the A level Law Review. This is an
excellent magazine which is published three times a year. It is aimed at you and
contains a number of articles and law updates which you will find useful.
You can take out your own subscription too – talk to Miss Hart or your librarian to find out more!
The people writing the articles are the examiners – and they tend to sum up key areas in no more than two
pages – very useful for revision, consolidation or catch up work. There are also a number of quizzes etc!

The Internet.
The internet is a hugely useful tool in research... if you know how to use it! Please
bear in mind that simply copying and pasting from it is plagiarism. This means
passing off someone else’s work as your own. DO NOT DO IT. If you are found
plagiarising another’s work, you will be repeating the task in your own time.
Secondly, do not use Wikipedia for the law. Don’t get me wrong – it’s great for information and gossip, but
its great weakness is that it is written by anyone. Please do not use it. Instead, use any of the following
websites, all of which are aimed at you at your stage of education as a starter... if you find any other useful
ones, please let us know!
www.helpwithlawexams.co.uk a developing site with help for the OCR syllabus
www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/asa_levelgceforfirstteachingin2008/law/documents.html - the exam boards
information including specimen papers and answers!
www.sixthform.info – great site, with information about other cases and also of use to those of you doing
maths I guess!
www.bbc.co.uk – the website for the bbc. Remember that the law is always changing and this is as good a
place as any to start!
www.tutor2u.net – There are some useful updates here, and links to current links on the blog as well as
some revision resources which you may find.
www.e-lawresources.co.uk/ - has a good overview of the law and is especially useful for cases and their
decisions.
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The Blog
Miss H has slowly been embracing the joys
of technology... and the latest thing is the
blog! From November 2013, it will be
updated weekly (on a Friday afternoon) –
covering developments in the law, as well
as all of the course handouts and links to
other articles, revision guides etc.
Please note that your hand outs, Power Points etc. will be posted after we have completed
the unit in class.
There is also some information on the Bar Mock Trial, LNAT, UCAS applications for Law etc.
Any questions, you can leave a comment, and all your homework, independent studies and
absence work is also on here!
It is a developing resource, so please let me know if there is anything else that you think
should be available...
The address is www.queensburylaw.wordpress.com

Online Textbook
Thanks to the generosity of the exam board, each of you has access to an online version of
the endorsed textbook for the course. It covers everything we do on the course, and is
written in consultation with the chief examiner. There are even some past papers in there
to help with revision!
If you want to use the textbook, please use the details below:
Go to: http://my.dynamic-learning.co.uk/
Centre Number:
Username:
Password:

14616

ocrlawaseb
student
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Attendance
So, how often should you attend class? 100% of the time.
What happens if it drops?
It will be monitored half-termly, and if it drops to under 90%, then your parents or guardians will be contacted, and
you may be place on report (yes, really, I am not kidding!!).
Ultimately, if your attendance fails to improve after these steps, you may be invited to leave the course.
Again, it should be pointed out that this course is assessed entirely through examination in May 2014. Thus, teaching
time is vital and limited. If you miss a lesson, it will not be repeated.
It is your responsibility to ensure that all the work is caught up on including homework. If you feel you need help, or
further notes, please ask Miss Hart and she will help where possible.
Holidays
You should not be taking holidays during term time. You have about 11 weeks of holiday a year – at least a week
every 6 weeks, and there is no excuse for extra absence.
Dental and medical appointments
These should not be made during lesson time – use your weekends, after school, lunches or frees. If you have an
appointment booked in advance, let Miss Hart know and she will ensure that you will have all relevant notes.
Driving Lessons
Finally: a warning. DO NOT approach me and ask for time off for a driving lesson It will not be
approved by me, home will be contacted, and you will be expected to make up any missed lessons
out of your own time.
You should be aware that Universities are now starting to ask about attendance as part of the
application, and employers certainly will!
Known Absences
If you have a genuine reason why you cannot attend a lesson, you should let Miss Hart know as soon as possible
either by leaving a message, or by emailing or hartm@queensburyacademy.com
Teacher Absence
The aim is that I will never be absent. If I know in advance that I will be out, work will be
available on the desk in E52, and you will be expected to sign in on the sheet, collect the
work and complete it in that lesson and leave it behind.
These lessons are not extra frees, but should be used to complete the work set.
If it is an unexpected illness, then I will leave work on the blog:
www.queensburylaw.wordpress.com
There will be an illness register and you should sign in, date it or email to be marked in as ‘present’.
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Sample Questions for the Exam Papers:
For your information, I have included below the exam papers from 2012. These should give you an idea as to the sort of questions asked. If you want to have a go at any of these questions in your own time,
please feel free and I am happy to look at them or mark them if your wish!

G151: English Legal System (Provisional date of exam: 23rd May 2014)
January 2012
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June 2012
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G152: Sources of Law (Provisional date of exam: 4th June 2014 )
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